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Fire chief fears south state 
crisis could last for weeks 


BY RUBEN VIVES, SARAH PARVINI, 
JACLYN COSGROVE, LOUIS 
SAHAGUN AND JOSEPH SERNA 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES 

Gusty Santa Ana winds and 
bone-dry conditions continued 
to stoke major wildfires in 
Southern California on Thurs- 
day as Ventura County fire 
officials said the battle there 
could last well over a week. 

By Thursday evening, the 
Thomas fire had consumed 
115,000 acres, destroyed 427 
structures in Ventura and dam- 
aged at least 85 more, authori- 
ties said. An additional 12 struc- 
tures were destroyed in unin- 
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A firefighter battles the Thomas Fire in La Conchita early Thursday. 
Santa Ana winds continue to fan flames. 
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Worried parents help UCLA students cope 
with wildfire. 2B 


corporated areas of Ventura 
County. 

“Until the wind stops blow- 
ing, there’s really not a lot we 
can do as far as controlling the 
perimeter,” Ventura County 
Fire Chief Mark Lorenzen said 
as crews battled flames for the 
third day. “This is a fight we’re 
going to be fighting probably for 
a couple of weeks.” 

That grim outlook came just 
hours after authorities said they 
discovered the body of a woman 
in a burn area, and after heavy 


winds prompted residents to 
flee the coastal community of 
Faria Beach. As smoke billowed 
overhead and palm trees 
burned, a police officer drove 
through the settlement with a 
megaphone blaring: “Mandato- 
ry evacuation” and “Please go 
the other way, the road is 
closed.” 

In Ojai, 40-mph winds 
pushed flames to within a mile 
of the city. 

“We are mounting an aggres- 
sive aerial assault,” Ventura 
County Fire Capt. Robert Wels- 
bie said as he observed the 
flames from Ojai. “The fire is 
suddenly widespread due to the 
velocity of erratic winds.” 

The Thomas fire, which is 
believed to have destroyed 
hundreds of homes, was one of 
a half-dozen wildfires burning 
in Ventura, Los Angeles, River- 
side and San Diego counties 
Thursday. 

Though it is not rare for Santa 
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Atkins to 
be first 
woman to 
lead Senate 


BY ALEXEI KOSEFF 
AND TARYN LUNA 


akoseff@sacbee.com 


Toni Atkins will become 
the first woman to lead the 
California Senate next year. 

Senate President Pro Tem 
Kevin de Leon announced 
Thursday that Atkins, a San 
Diego Democrat, is the con- 
sensus pick of the Senate 
Democratic Caucus to suc- 
ceed him as leader. She will 
be formally elected in Jan- 
uary, and a transition will 
take place later in the year, de 
Leon said in a statement. 

“Toni is a leader of great 
experience, achievement and 
integrity, and I have every 
confidence that she will lead 
America’s most accomplished 
legislative chamber to even 
greater heights,” de Leon 
said. 

In a series of firsts, Atkins 
will also be the first openly 
gay pro tem in state history 
and the first person to have 
served as both Assembly 
speaker and Senate president 
pro tem in nearly 150 years, 
according to Alex Vassar, a 
legislative historian at the 
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Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., leaves the Capitol after speaking Thursday on the Senate floor. Franken said he will resign from the Senate in 
coming weeks following a wave of sexual misconduct allegations and a collapse of support from his Democratic colleagues, a swift political 
fall for a once-rising Democratic star. Minnesota’s governor will appoint a replacement until a special election for the seat next fall. 


Franken resigning from Senate 
amid harassment allegations 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG, 
YAMICHE ALCINDOR 
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 
en. Al Franken of Min- 
nesota, in an emotional 
speech on the Senate 
floor, announced Thurs- 
day that he would resign from 
Congress, the most prominent 
figure in a growing list of law- 
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makers felled by charges of 
sexual harassment or indis- 
cretions. 

At turns defiant and mournful 
but hardly contrite, Franken 
called it “the worst day of my 
political life,” as he denied 
allegations of groping and im- 
proper advances from at least 
six women. Instead, as his Dem- 
ocratic colleagues looked on, he 
took a parting shot at President 
Donald Trump and Roy Moore, 


the Republican candidate for 
Senate in Alabama; both have 
also been accused of sexual 
misconduct. 

“I, of all people, am aware 
that there is some irony in the 
fact that Iam leaving while a 
man who has bragged on tape 
about his history of sexual as- 
sault sits in the Oval Office, and 
a man who has repeatedly 
preyed on young girls cam- 
paigns for the Senate with the 
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The First Program with Proven Methods to Prevent & Reverse Cognitive Decline 


full support of his party,” Fran- 
ken said. 

Hours later, Rep. Trent 
Franks, R-Ariz., resigned after 
the House Ethics Committee 
opened an investigation into 
allegations of sexual harass- 
ment - a move that made him 
the third member of Congress 
to leave under a cloud of claims 
of sexual impropriety in three 
days. On Tuesday, Rep. John 
Conyers Jr., D-Mich., the long- 
est-serving African American in 
House history, also quit. 

The dizzying series of depar- 
tures comes during a national 
reckoning over sexual mis- 
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Prevention of Cognitive Decline for Those Who Have a Family History e Why Cognitive Decline is Not a Single Disease 
Why a Team Approach to Cognitive Decline Increases Success e How Diet & Lifestyle are the Keys to Prevention & Reversal 


As seen on Dr. Dale Bredesen’s Protocol™ presented by Kristine Burke, MD & Mark Holthouse, MD, FAAFP 
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